
STATEMENT BY CONGRESSMAN JO'EIN E. FOGARTY, SECOND DZSl'RIST, RHODE 

ISLAND, TO THE HEALTTB AND SCIENCE SUBCQMMITTEE, HOUSE COMMITTEE 

ON INTERSTATE AND FOREIGN COMMERCE; I N  SUPPORT OF H.R.6771 FOR 

THE RECORD OF THE SUBCOMMITTEE HEARING ON JANUARY 29,  1958. 

- - - - -  
M r .  Chairman and Members of the Subcommittee: 

I wish t o  commend Congressman Rhodes, a member of 

your Subcommittee, for  introducing H.R.6771. This fs an import- 

ant measure, bearing d i r e c t l y  and v i t a l l y  on the neal th  and 

s t rength of the  United States.  

and urge you t o  throw your f u l l  support behind it. 

dent t ha t  you w i l l  do so, when your carefu l  study of the f a c t s  

reveals t o  you, a s  it has t o  m e ,  how urgently the  country needs 

t h i s  leg is la t ion .  

I endorse LR.6771 most strongly 

I am confi- 

The d i r ec t  purpose of H.R.6771 is t o  provide a rel- 

a t ive ly  small but extremely helpful  measure of support for the 

distinguished but inadequately-financed schools which develop 

new knowledge of public heal th  protection for  a l l  our people 

i n  t h i s  nuclear age and educate heal th  leaders t o  apply t h i s  

knowledge i n  the  public service a t  a l l  levels of government 

i n  the  nation. Exhaustive s tudies  by the U. S. Public Health 

Service, the  l a t e s t  a t  the  request of the Staff of the  I n t e r -  

s t a t e  and Foreign Commerce Committee, nave disclosed a serious 

shortage of public heal th  personnel throughout the country, 

especial ly  i n  t he  S ta tes  and loca l  heal th  services. 

of budgeted posit ions a r e  unfi l led.  

un i t s  should be established and s ta f fed  i n  order t o  extend 

Thousands 

Many more loca l  heal th  

protection t o  people i n  areas where heal th  services a r e  
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wholly abserrt or  spread too thinly,  

been W e 1 1  documented i n  t he  Staff Report which the  Committee 

Published as  of March 1, 1957, 

The shortage problem has 

The same Staff  Report of your parent Committee estab- 

l ished the  f a c t  t ha t  the  only source of specialized, comprehensive 

t ra in ing  for  public heal th  doctors, engineers, nurses, soc i a l  

workers, heal th  educators, n u t r i t i o n i s t s ,  and other experts who 

a r e  i n  such short  supply is  the  eleven univers i ty  schools of 

public health. The Staff  Report made c l ea r  t ha t  these schools 

a re  i n  a desperate f inanc ia l  p l igh t ,  and must f ind relief from 

some source i f  they a re  t o  continue operating a t  present levels,  

t o  say nothing of expanding as  they should t o  f i l l  the  personnel 

shortage. I n  e f f e c t ,  these eleven i n s t i t u t i o n s  which provide 

e s sen t i a l  personnel for  public service i n  our federal ,  S t a t e  and 

loca l  hea l th  agencies and i n  our Army, Navy and A i r  Force, a re  

national i n s t i t u t ions .  The nation depends upon them. The nation 

must have them. The .na t ion  cannot afford,  for  t he  sake of i ts  

people's health,  t o  let  these i n s t i t u t i o n s  founder and go down. 

I subscribe wholeheartedly t o  the  view tha t  it i s  a 

federal  respons ib i l i ty ,  and therefore a duty of the  Congress t o  

a s s i s t  the schools of public heal th  as  needed i n  order to over- 

comd the  shortage of public heal th  workers. However, I am even 

more concerned over the  f a c t  t ha t  lack of funds is  preventing 

these schools from teaching fu ture  heal th  o f f i ce r s  how t o  cope 

with many of the  new and highly dangerous heal th  hazards tha t  

threaten the  American people today. 

Recently I asked one of the Deans of the  schools of 

public heal th  t o  t e l l  m e  how the  schools proposed t o  use the 
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funds t h a t  would be provided by H.R.6771 and what t h i s  would 

mean t o  t he  country, 

deans and t o  summarize t h e i r  r e p l i e s  t o  my questions, 

answers shocked me.  

any American who has the  safe ty  and welfare of his countrymen 

a t  heart  i n  these dis turbing t i m e s .  They revealed t h a t ,  for  

lack of funds with which t o  h i r e  and hold qual i f ied teachers 

there  a r e  t e r r i b l e  gaps among the  courses being adequately 

taught. These gaps vary from school t o  school. They include 

such v i t a l l y  important subjects a s  Radiation Hazards, A i r  

Pollution, C i v i l  Defense, Disaster Control, Mental Illness, 

Maternal and Child Health, and Medical Genetics.  

H i s  response was t o  p o l l  a l l  of the 

The 

They would shock and fr ighten you and 

The schools report  t ha t  such teaching assistance 

as they now receive i n  categorical  grants from varfous branches 

of the  federal  government a r e  helpful,  but so r e s t r i c t e d  as t o  

use and temporary i n  nature tha t  they do not form the  bas is  

fo r  s t a b i l i z i n g  a Faculty and but t ress ing a teaching program 

permanently a t  i t s  weakest points. 

Some schools a r e  f rus t ra ted  by f inanc ia l  i n a b i l i t y  

t o  conduct i n t e n s i v e  teaching, as  w e l l  a s  research, i n  the  

prevention and cont ro l  of cancer, hear t  disease and other 

chronic diseases which a f f l i c t  our people. 

problems of our aging population c ry  for  solution and f o r  the  

education of fu ture  public heal th  workers i n  t he  organization 

and administration of community-wide programs t o  promote the 

heal th  and happiness of senior c i t izens ,  

the  l i f e  scale ,  much is known t o  medical science, but much more 

needs t o  be learned and taught t o  public hea l th  personnel 

about the  cause and prevention of congenital defects tha t  a r e  

The complex heal th  

A t  the  other end of 
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manifested i n  crippled and mentalzy-retarded children. 

whole f i e l d  of r ehab i l l t a t ion  is  one i n  which the schools 

of publfc hea l th  should and a re  anxious t o  take the lead. 

I n  none of these areas a r e  a l l  of t he  schools f i aanc ia l ly  

capable of working at f u l l  force. 

of the  n a t i o n ' s  heal th  and safety,  is a d is t ress ing  s i tuat ion.  

It warns us t h a t ,  unless H.R.6771 or  a measure accomplishing 

the  same purposes is passed, not only the  extent but the 

qua l i ty  of heal th  services i n  t h i s  country w i l l  continue t o  

de te r iora te  below the  danger point already reached through 

lack of t h i s  or a similar measure. 

The 

This, from the standpoint 

M r .  Chairman and Members of the Subcommittee, I ask 

you: =- 

Point, Annapolis, or  the  A i r  Force Academy were unable t o  

teach the  l a t e s t  developments i n  mi l i ta ry  science t o  future  

o f f i ce r s  for  lack of funds and t h a t ,  f o r  the  same reason, the 

output of new o f f i ce r s  for  the Armed Forces was f a l l i n g  ser- 

iously short  of the  nation's m i n i m u m  needs fo r  t h i s  top leader- 

ship, can anyone doubt t ha t  the  necessary funds would be pro- 

vided promptly? Would not the same assistance be extended t o  

a national acadeny of public heal th  which was i n  similar d i f -  

f i c u l t i e s ?  

of public heal th  the  nation has: 

of public health. 

of the  heal th  needs of the country, it is obvious t o  m e  t ha t  

the  Congress must come speedi'iy t o  the  aid of these schools as 

proposed i n  H.R.6771. 

If it should become known t o  the  Congress tha t  West 

This i s  precisely the  s i t ua t ion  i n  the  only academy 

the  eleven univers i ty  schools 

A s  one who has made i t  a point t o  keep aware 



What is asked under the iihodes b i l l ?  Fu l l  subsidy? 

Nothing approaching it, Matching grants? Not even t h i s  much. 

The money which H.R.6771 would enable the Surgeon General of 

the U. S. Public Health Service t o  d i s t r i b u t e  equably among 

the  accredited schools of public heal th  from funds already 

authorized for  public heal th  work would amount t o  less than 

one-fifth of the  present teaching cos ts  borne by these schools. 

Moreover, these new funds would not replace, but would be added 

t o  non-federal money already being devoted t o  teaching i n  the  

schools. Thus, t he  schools and t h e i r  parent S ta tes  or uni- 

v e r s i t i e s  a re  ready and wi l l ing  t o  continue t o  pay the major 

share of t r a in ing  hea l th  experts for  the  public service. 

The Rhodes b i l l  i s  designed t o  r epa i r  a weak spot  i n  

the  armor w,'ich the  Subcommittee and your whole Committee have 

had a hand i n  forging t o  protect t he  heal th  of a l l  our people. 

This is ce r t a in ly  a t i m e  when the  Congress should stand f i r m  

against committing public funds fo r  non-essentials. But who 

w i l l  describe the  public heal th  as  non-essential? 

but would agree t h a t  the  present crisis demands tha t  America's 

greatest  resource --the heal th  of her people-- must be guarded 

mare zealously than ever before. 

And who 

My comic t ion  is strong i n  t h i s  matter. I am eager 

t o  work i n  the  House fo r  passage of t h i s  b i l l ,  the  Senate counter- 

par t  of which has strong bipar t isan support. Approval of H.R.6771 

by t h i s  Subcommittee is  a prerequis i te  t o  ultimate action tha t  

w i l l  mean a great  deal  t o  the  nation. 

vote  and your influence t o  bring t h i s  about. 

I urge you t o  use your 
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